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Belvedere-Tiburon Library Building Campaign

Fast Facts

Recent History

· The Belvedere-Tiburon Library opened in 1997. It was originally designed as a 10,500 square foot facility as a branch of the Marin County Free Library system.

· In 1995, the Library was de-annexed from the Marin County Free Library system to operate as an independent operation, forming a Joint Powers Agency with the Town of Tiburon and City of Belvedere. 
· The original, existing building cost $3.5 million in 1997. In today’s market, it is estimated that it would cost $8-9 million.

Basic Library Statistics (as of July 2010)

Number of books in the adult collection: 35,223
Number of books in the children's collection: 17,791
Number of compact discs: 5,207
Number of DVDs: 5,104
Number of books in the reference collection: 3,086
Total number of items in the collection: 71,339

Annual circulation (all materials): 329,828
Annual reference questions: 24,310
Annual Internet station sessions: 37,075
Reasons for Expansion

· The Belvedere-Tiburon Library underwent a space needs assessment conducted by Page + Moris, LLC, a library planning firm. Phase I was conducted in April 2006 and Phase II was conducted in March 2007.

· Due to the overwhelming popularity of the Library, the current building lacks the space to adequately serve the current service population let alone the future population of the Belvedere and Tiburon communities.

· Since its opening in 1997, library circulation has increased from 87,000 to 329,828
· Needed areas of growth include:
· Expansion of the Children’s Library. The current size adequately services children up to toddler age. Expanded space will allow the Children’s Library to offer services to children ages birth through 12. The collection space is also at full capacity and has no current room for growth.
· A new Teen Area. There is no current central area for teens to study together or work on group projects. The new Teen Area will provide a private study room and a Student Study Zone for quiet study. 

· Increased seating capacity. Current reader and study seating is inadequate with no opportunities for quiet study and no group study rooms.
· A dedicated technology center that will house 20 computer stations for online training. Now the Library can only hold one training class per week.  The technology center will allow for hands-on daily training and supported patron computer access.  Last fiscal year alone, there were 37,075 signups for computer station use. 
· Expanded programming space

· Meeting room for 100 adults (current meeting room accommodates less that half this number)
· Storytelling space for 30 children and parents

· Conference room for 10-14

· Four small study rooms

· Enlargement of work space for library staff and volunteers. 
· New space for a library bookstore and small café which will serve as revenue sources for the library.
· Expanded storage space.

Library as Community Center

· Library use has soared since its opening in 1997.

· People of all ages use the facility and it has a regional draw with regular users from throughout southern Marin County.

· The Library serves as an important center of life-long learning, technology, and culture.

· The Library offers an extensive variety of community programs for audiences of all ages. Programs at the Library include:

· Nearly 75 speaker programs on topics such as art, science, travel, music, authors, politics, nature and environment, history, photography, education, gardening, sailing, health, astronomy, comedy, and disaster preparedness

· Art exhibitions in the Founders’ Room.

· The annual Gently Used Art Auction

· Library Book Discussion Group (held monthly)

· Library Great Books Discussion Group (held monthly)

· Foreign Language Discussion Groups (held weekly)

· Film Nights at the Library

· Monthly Teas in the Founders’ Room

· Special Children’s Programming featuring musicians, puppeteers, storytellers, and crafts.

· Baby Bounce for children under 2.

· Preschool Storytime

· Toddler Time

· Summer Reading Program for Children

· Marin Nature Adventures for Children
· Weekly Teen Lounge
· Summer Reading Program for Teens

· Art Exhibition for Teens

· Movie Nights for Teens

· Monthly Crafts for Teens
Steps completed:

Initial Study completed and approved by Tiburon Town Counsel as a mitigated negative declaration in 2004. 
Peninsula wide survey of the community was conducted in 2006.
Needs assessment and building program completed in 2007. Included community focus groups and public meetings. Comments from the public were included in the building program recommendations.
A contract was signed in July, 2007 with the Town of Tiburon establishing the terms of conveyance of needed land to the Library.

Capital campaign manager has been hired on the staff to prepare the Library and the Foundation for a fund raising initiative.

EHDD Architecture was selected for the project in August, 2007.   A conceptual plan for the expansion should be completed and approved by the BTLA by mid-2008.  
